]:orging a Patl'v that cuts through the Pain...Justicc John Higg,crty -Julg 2022
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Hau Kola, Waste clo, | ansi, My Relatives.

A month ago, we gathcrcc] togcthcr for our 2™
Annual Transf'ormativc Rcconciliation. We had
e folks from [First Nations, Metis and lnuit
ounCreu communities come togcthcrmcrom the 4
o directions of | urtle |sland; and it was‘gooa{
Ourgatl'lcring was on the heels of many
dcaths; cxPcricncccl 53 Attendccs,
F Facilitators, ]:__ldcrs, Chicmcs, Ccrcmonialists,
ek and Dignitarics alike. No one is immune to the fall

out from the OPioicl and Covid Pandcmics. T hese

losses; togctlﬂcr with the ongoing revelation of the

noSTIO o0 o

genocide cxPcricncccl in residential schools; makes

gathcrings like these; on the lndigcnous issues of; 5out/7 suicide, homelessness of our

/ndlgcnous babies abandoned at birth, and the need fora sovereign /na'/"gcnous faw bundle

for T urtle [sland. that much more; 5[gni7[/cani; relevant requisite and tfmc[g in this calendar

year of 2022.

We started off once again bg WiPing the T ears of our Fcoplc. |ntercessor, K eith Rgclcr,

had tears in his own Familg to wiPc in Winnich; aside from WiPing tl-leTcars the week

before, for allthe 10 First Rcspondcrs at Jamcs 5mith [First Nations. Knowing the

ceremony was crucial at this time; and upon the subscqucnt request and blcssing from our

i 9th (Generation Ftc San Wingan Bunc”c chPcr, Ccrcmonial Chic{: Arvol Looking
Horse.; our present ]__a‘(otal-i, Dakotah, Na‘(otal'w, Dene’ tah, & Nehawin Ccrcmonialists

and [ lders, went ahead and shared the rituals and songs that could assist in wiPing the

tears of the PcoPlc; simultancously, insisting that no one record the event. We rca/{g cried



and let go...littlc did we know af tﬁatmomcnﬁ -
there were 2% Participants from Jamcs ”
Smitl—) [First Nations in attendance.
(reator works in mysterious ways.
uPon lcarning this, all our E_lclcrs,
]:acilitators, Chiefs, Dignitarics,

and Far‘ticipants re-orientated

tlﬂcmsclvcs, and the gatﬁcrlhg towards
what the James Smith folks had rcccnt|5
exPericnccd and were cnc/uring. The tragcdy and

loss of
so many of their Akicita, (First KesPondcrs); tribal members, was unPrcccclcntccl. With the
focus of the gatl-lcring shifted, as was always done traditiona”g, atany gatlwcring or
ceremony years ago; when there was an emergent situation; we could then I‘ICIP one anot]'wcr,
the Indian way. And f:orgivc me for using that term...not clisrespcctf:uug, it isjust how we
referred to each other years ago. in the States, it was the term 5£/h5. ] later found out this
morning, that aPParcntlg the James Smith Pcoplc had rcgistcrccl forthe gathcring before
the incident of losing 10 of their first rcsPonclcrs had taken Place. Tl’\cg almost did not
attend, after the incident had haPPcncd. T hen tl-lcy gathcrcd and decided togcthcr, as
band members and a Pastor, that this was indccd, cxactlg what tl-)cg needed. Wc are so

blessed in bcing there for them.

I:o"owing the WiPing of the T ears, there were further sl'narings with respect to losses at
various [ irst Nation, Metis and |nuit communities; and co"cctivcly, the gatl_-lcring clcciclccl,
then and there, to create a memorial rockfor those who had Passed during the Covid times.
Tl-iis was somcthing the Dakota 38 +2 did with rcsPcct to the ride from Rosebud and Fort”
Thompson (Lowcr Brulc, Crow Creck) First Nations to Mankato Minncsota; where the
38 Sioux Chicmcs were hung in the 1 800’s; who had the fortitude to sing before l'lanc];
further cxcmPthging their courage; and the continued miscarriage omcjusticc, that had taken
Placc at that time. From this 2 Annual T ransformative Reconciliation Gathcring, 58



names have alrcadg been Put forward for our Mcmorial Kocl(. T]'wis could be at the entrance
to Kiver Crcc; where these solution focused discussions are tai(ing Placc. Tl-lis isa4 year

commitment; so more names will surface by 2024

It needs to be |<nown, that these kind of memorial rides, (wa”cs, runs), have been going on
before and since that first [orma/wil:)ing of the tears at Wounclccl Kncc in 1990. Thc
Sacrccj HOOP Run with the youtl-) and Eldcrlics around the Black ]"‘li"s, has taken Placc
for many decades now. TI’IC Unity Ride at Alcxis, haPPcncd in the year 2000. TI’IC
difference todag, is that we can record all these wonderful events. lec other reminder, is
that most of the events came about through a vision or dream. TI‘IC Dakota 38+2 vision was
through Jim Mi"cr, a Lal(ota Vietnam Veteran. Togctl-wcr with Bclinda Joc, an ]:__ldcr from
Crow Creck (my rclativc); tl-lcg Practicccl this ride for +years before the formalride in
2008. Througl-lout those 4 years, rclationshiPs are continua”y bcing made with everyone
involvccl; whetherit's a farm Family that assists the riders for an evening to stable their
horscs, Providc a camp area and some Foocl; or young PcoPlc shafing with Eldcrlics their
concerns, hoPcs and dreams. AND; it also needs to be rcca“ccl, that those initial rides, onlg
had a few Participants to bcgin with; often the granclcl-wildrcn of the initial riders...

chcc{:orl:h; upon reflection, and some further information gatl-lcrccl rcccntly; there is a run
for 3out}1 December 24, 2022 in South Dakota. Since many of our ceremonial Pcoplc
celebrate give-away cluring the sundance season; rather then at Christmas....this may be
somcthing to consider in our own communities. lt gets cqua“H colcl, if not colclcr, in the great
basin area as it does in Albcr‘ta. You have to prepare 30ur‘5<~:l1C for these feats of cnclurancc;
while remaining in a ‘one day at a time’ framework. |f one is fortunate, the fittle blue //"g/7t5

from the sPirit world will surround those ParticiPants, on their

I’lOl'SCS.

Lylc Donald with the Mctis Danccrs and Eldcr
Gcorgc 5aclc”cl:>ac‘<...ch Kiver dancing~ had

everyone is stitches...a hclPFul interude to all the

seriousness of the c!ag....



AND:; the new Chief at [ noch, Cody T homas; and some of his council members, who
were also first responders during the pandemic, came and shared their vision (and invite) to
their current journey around [ noch Cree [First Nations, praying, singing drumming while
placing a tobacco perimeter around the whole nation. A few days later, they had a [forse
Dance Ceremony. We hope to work with them in the next while, to have the 2023

T ransformative Reconciliation Gathcringloa/'tlbllbatc in that ceremony.

Rob | ouie our K ootenai Lawgcr with BMAAF gave some insiglﬂt into how to lcga”3 clear
away some of the corruP'tion that is existing on reserve. orinstance, if someone makes a
request and the band council denies it; and then that someone, later aPPcals that
decision...the same band council members cannot be ac]juclicating the aPPcal. Sounds
simPlc; however, many of our communities are still very isolated.

On that first clag, since we did not have the Dakota 38+2, Par‘tlg due to the Arriv(Can
cxPectations at the bord'er; (t'hat were still operative ciuring that 4" week in Septcmbcr); as
well as the cumulative tasks Iplaccd on our ceremonial lpcoplc, after the 2 year hiatus with
Covid. Our ceremonial Chicﬂc, Arvol Looking Horse; sti”, lcindlg, came on, througlﬂ
/ZOOM, whilst in transit to another ceremony, and spolcc to us about the various hcaling
Practiccs and events, ta‘cing Placc for ouryouth; all over Turtlc lsland; as well as spokc

about the misuse of ceremonial culture.

Our lndigcnous students and Alumni of Yellowhead T ribal Co”cge, ‘

then sPo‘(e of the next stcps that need to be

-

taken amongst our lndigenous; on and off
3, reserve, in Alberta and the NWT. Thcg
were insPirational and full of solutions.

Tlﬂis is transformative; and rcconciliatorg.

ln {:act, as many notcc], our transformative

rcconciliation, occurs every time we have

ceremony. That is; ceremony that is done in a goocl way. [tis our /ndian



Mag/c../h a way...not woo woo or ho”gwood romantic |ndian Portragals...it is the stuff that
takes the heaviness off the sPirit...tl'Ic fact that we have endured...in sPitc of...and c]csPitc of;
the collective hate and discrimination that has been Prcjcctcc] onto our PcoPlc for hundreds

of yea rs...bc/ng able to [T GO mag/ca/..a nd what | like to call ceremonial resifience.

With E_Iclcrs; Dr T om Fortcr (Hauclcnosauncc), Dr
(lifford C ardinal and Gcorgc and Salina Saddleback
(Crcc), ]:rccl Kclini, f:ranl( MacDonald and Vern
Rowe, (Dene) and Lyndon Aginas (Stoncy Nalcota);

sharing their creation stories, trickster stories, drums,

songs and clancing; a hcaling event took Placc; and ceremonial
resilience was felt by one and all. |t filled the room. T he gathcring took on a life of its own.
The Jamcs 5mit|1 Pcoplc found the courage to share; and asked for a circle of
hcaling...singing and clrumming. chctgrass encircled the group that filled the circumference
of the Enocl’l room...it was goocl...cvcrgonc needed fo /ctgo oftﬁcloafn oftﬁcloast...thc
fear of the future...and be togct/m/:..lct go and let (reatorinto their lives...none of this was
Plannccl....wlnic]'l in turn ruffled the feathers of a few; who were quitc vocal about a certain
schedule and agcnda nccding to be adhered to...and followed. Wc will alwaHs try to do the
best we can, to follow a format that took months to create; simultancouslg, c/mangc /s the on{y
constant; and we had to make a number of last minute acyustmcnts, due to changcs in
Pcoplcs lives...and the other aforementioned critical factors our ceremonial Pcoplc have had

to face rcccntlg.

”d:omi (our cultural hero and trickstcr), was once again, b/ézy, and had fun with us. We had a
few hurdles to overcome; Prior to the gatl-wcring.... Pcoplc were miffed because the poster did
not state cxact/ﬂ what was talcing Placc ( that is some had to Prcscnt on ZOOM), ancl, we
had to make last minute alterations with Fchormancc Graphics; brakes failed on a vehicle
that was to haul the tiPi Polcs (Forl:unatcly we had some nativcjungian mechanics lol...that
could fix them on the sPot)...Thc building our agency is housed in could not be accessed
5aturda3, (day before the event); due to imminent electrical c]angcrs, that rcquircd



immediate evacuation. Tl'wat is; we found out, the c/ay of the builcling had to be vacated;
ScPtcmbcr Z}rd 2022. Subscqucntly, we had to have cvcrgthing out of the building that
night, for this uPcoming‘l- clay event ...taking Placc in2 clags time... Plus... the cable for the
Director's home internet (a substitute work station) had been cut during construction. A
critical ProPosal for spring 202%; had to be in...this week tﬁcncc,- and, discrcPancics over
audits submitted 7 years earlier, rcquircd immediate review and

clarification. Sccurity from last year was absent (tl’wough
River Cree has its own forfunatc/y); AND; the

Planncd singers and alternate intercessor could not

make it...as was communicatccl, the nigl-lt before. Thc

lacly with the starblankets for our guests, called

Mondag and could not get out of Manitoba till other
arrangements were made. ]:inallg, the artists for the artists
showcase were not able to be present. Additional trauma for

othcrs, we needed to be aware of...and conscious of going forward. Howcvcr; in the long
run, notlﬂing haPPcnccl that could not be shi{:tcd; and dealt within a good way...as long as we
remained attentive, to the 5Piritua/f70w of the gatlwcring...notl'n'ng ccrtainly, that was as
clcvastating as the losses endured by those at Jamcs Smith [First Nations...or in

Ukrainc...wc can alwags l'wavc a PIan...Crcator also has a Plan...

Most of my Lcthbridgc (]_akotah) Family could not attend either; we lost our brother cousin
at the end of July..my relative Calvin PFompana (Dakotah) could not travel at this time; and
we had trouble with his ZOOM connection....relative Darc3 Demas
(Dakotah) was dcaling with lcg irjurics...good thing his wife is a
nurse! [ Ider Dr Douglas Cardinal (Black{:oot) could not travel

at this time, and had a sPccial Prcscntation for our Ionghousc

environment (for our Indigcnous babies abandoned at birth)... by
/7 OOM; and again; timing and connections were not in sYync;

howcvcr, we |10|:>c to have all these great ones back next ycar...l




believe Dr Cardinal is receiving an award from the King OFSPain next week...a crowning
addition to his lhcclong achievements...his Basquc wife |doia is cqua”g remarkable...

I:ortunatclg; our Dcnc Elclcrs, stcPPed up- Thosc that could not be Prcscnt last year,
were front and center this year; togcthcr with Eldcr Dr CIiFForc] Carclinal (whois also one
of our Sunclancc Clﬁic{:s at Rosebud). Agrcat discussion ensued within this )Cc"owslnip,
over the clcaning up of the tailings Ponds in ]:ort McMurraH; and other Placcs around the
world where great water c]amagc has occurred on lndigcnous land. We have often haPPilg
bcncmcittccl, unconsciouslg, from the great sacrifice that these courageous men have made for
our,ocrpctua/safciy in the gcncrations to come. Fro{:cssor Micl’uacl Jaclcson from UBC
and Chief Clarence | ouie of Osogoos First Nation followed with uncxPcctcc] inPut to
conscious wc”-bcing...Micl-lacl sPolcc of the ongoing incarceration of our lndigcnous and
Chie{: | _ouie on the need to have the concerns of our children at the center of all our
lndigcnous chal Frameworks. |n Particular, our uPcoming Turtlc |sland | aw Bunc”c.
Further discussions took Placc on the various CIN Declarations; such as, [Juman Rights,
Rights of Children and Kigl-)ts of our ]ncligcnous FcoPlcs; to be sovereign,
universal [aw...rather than a declaration... Eldcr Dr T om For‘tcr
(Haudenosaunee) said; UNDKIF is like flowers on our
gravcs...that is; these various declarationshave no real force and

cmCFcct...at law.

Tl’\c solutions that came to E_lclcr Dr CIhCFord Cardinal (Cree

Sioux) came tlﬂrouglﬁ ceremony; his Phgsical sacrifice; and his

cxPcrtisc as an ]ndigcnous medical doctor; to clear our waterways, cure
cancer and bring sacred vitalitg back to our lnc]igcnous Pcoplc His talk was brilliant and
i”uminating to all who witnessedhis grace and gcncrosity of sPirit...Dcnc E_ldcrs ]:rccl
Kclini, Frank MacDonaId; a Civil Enginccr and Gcologist rcsPcctivcly, also contributed
grcatlg to the discussion with their first hand knowledgc of how the tailings Poncls bcgan;
and subscqucntly had the fortitude to withdraw and not contribute to this billion dollar
disastcr...Alicia Morin(Crcc) shared on the rcstorativcjusticc work bcing done at [T noch



[First Nations, togctl'wcr with the RCMF and E_Ic]crs on location. Shc also sPokc about the
]nc]igenous court that is currcntly oPcrativc in [ dmonton (Januarg 2022); that NCSA,
E_nocl'n, Bissc”, Red Road, Foundmakcrs, Bent Arrow and |AAW currcntly Participate in
the case management. Also, with rcspcct to lcgal issues, transformative lcgal agreements
instead of court, are bcing cncouragcc] and utilized with respect to Family law issues ‘on
reserve;’ as another solution to cut tl‘nrougl-w the hcadachc, l-lcartachc, cost and time that the
courts tend to invokc; andwhen BI" C—9Z, has not been adhered to b!ﬂ the Provinccs with
First Nation, Metis and lnuit Communitics...

| mentioned again that at Prcvious ]ndigenous lcgal gathcn’ngs, many of our ]ncligcnous
lawycrs,Juclges and council recommended that we go ahead and DO what needs to be
done...we do not have to ask for Pcrmission; hcncc, a number of [First Nation communities
have gone ahead and installed wind turbincs, solar Pancls and brouglwt in ClilCFord
(ardinal’s cxPcrtisc, to clean up toxic c]rinl(ing water issues. | his in fact, makes Pcr[:cc.t
sense; howcvcr, we still have a number of [First Nations unable to make these changcs fora

number of reasons. | ots of work to be done....

Qutside and in the ha”wags, of this event; electric guitars, drums,

ribbon s|<ir'ts, moss bags and rcgalia were bcing made. Wcaving was

,. .

talcing Placc; instructed and constructed bg our FomPana sister.

In the Chiefs boardroom; there were 12 step meetings; Rachel Jarvis
(Blucbcrry [irst nations), and sl-waring circles where [ lders, veterans and
Participants gathcrcc]. Counsc"ing and tlﬂcraPH was ongoing,

Chief Clarence | _ouie’s (Osoyoos) new book Rez Rules was sold out (and
autographcd)...ancl bcing from the same generation as self..he has since coined the Phrasc
“Indian UID"'to kccp our PcoPlc moving forward, rcconciling their pasts to the best of their
abilitg and kccPing the next generations, the focus of their collective future..J" lder Tom

Forl:cr (Hauc]cnosauncc) sPo|<c of the CODE we are born with, an invisible bone that
has marks on it; clclincating our lhcc_journeg. He sPokc of the ]:aitl'nkccpcr of the



Hauclcnosaunce on the last dag, in his fantastic stone canoe. Hc also shared a
[Haudenosaunee stick game; and Passcd this knowlcclgc to one of the Participants....wc pray
his health holds and we will see him next year. Frank Fools (row, one of our great
ceremonial Chiefs, sPokc of bccoming a hollow bone - so you can be a goocl instrument for
Crcator to work tlﬂrouglﬂ. Our Salisl-l Pcoplc as Umayaz Du||<’un shared also carried the
bones of their ancestors on their back wherever thcg wcnt—hcncc; the name Carn’cr
]ndians...Pcrsona"H a Helen Cl-vaslcc, aPProachcd me, she is from Sioux Va"cg, yet lived all
her life here, her relative Bert Chaske is the IniPi ceremony that my late husband held; and
he subscqucntly Passccl to me for womcn....l also need to mention Elcler Lgnn Lush (Bc”a
Coola) and herveteran husband (who were cclcbrating their 50"}1 annivcrsary) who was the
first present tojumP in and hclP with the WiPing of the T ears, when there were Pcoplc who
did not show uP...ancl | eona Fcrguson (Algonquin) who 5Po|<c of the ongoing ]ncligcnous
child issues off reserve; and who can attest to the need and bcing a part of the long]-lousc

framework going forward....

Sclmc Pitfj: isolation, resentment and secrets tend to halt many of us from moving

forward...more noticcablg after Covid, and the on-going viruses and deaths ta|<ing Placc...

Hard for everyone ...csPcciallg in the urban areas, to step out of colonial cxPcctations and

live one clay at a time....

We concluded the 4th c]ay afternoon with a mini round dance and give away...Kcvin
Meetoos (Crcc 5ioux) was the emcee; and Montg Ba Ptistc (Crcc) the stick man...a
beautiful successful event took Placc this year... thanks to all who Participatccl, taugl'rt,
shared, voluntolc]...alrcaclg Plans are unc]crwag for next ycar...Plcasc get involved in any way

that you can....mitakuyc oyasin...
Some approx;}r?atc numbers were: 170 rcgistcrcd ahead of time-a number rcgistcrccl at the door
30 facilitators

35 Houth

16 volunteers



then there were more and lcss througl'lout the 4 clay Pcriocl..,
Somc of the comments made-comraderie dcvclopcc]...

From coffee breaks and door Prizc announcements to sPcciFic 5mudgc times...the main thing Pcoplc

asked was to stick to the schedule..we will try harder next year LOL 20 + door Prizcs went out

What did you like most about the event?

Dr. Tom Porter - Guest Speakers-Dancing- Ribbon Skirt Making | made my First Ribbon Skirt — Proud Moment-
workshops- weaving, drum making, guitars, space made for James Smith FN-drum making — wiping of the tears
ceremony-seeing Elders- getting together to learn from each other-Elder Calvin Pompana-todays event presentation -
I like most was Letticia presentation- the speakers and how they spoke about the way they do things where they
come from-hearing stories-information on different topics-food camaraderie-sharing of testemonies (singing)-drum
making- James Smith members sharing their experiences and perspectives-lunch-coming together nation to nation

What was your biggest take away from the gathering?

Everything was great-All the knowledge, teaching and storys- there is value in coming together-l made myself a drum-
friendship- my biggest is the healing and warmth, feeling of belonging and my Elders teaching and stories shared-
knowledge-I got to spend time with my Mother, my nephew is addicted to meth and abuses her everyday-clan’s-bear,
turtle, deer, eel, wolf-pertains to native tribes in Canada-my healing + all our nations deserve healing-seeing many
elders participate | hope + pray they get their healing as well especially if they went to residential school...

Fcoplc have oPtccl into one of the four different objcctivcs outlined on the first clay, to take

Placc over the next Fourgcars;

1. Turtle island bundle of laws; create a preamble and definitions

2. alonghouse for homeless abandoned urban |ndigenous children; legal framework

3. a goutlﬂ cxcl-\angc memorial ride from South Dakota to Arctic Red River; OR?
horses at Osoyoos and Maskwicis, stables at [F noch; and finally;

4. kecping the transformative reconciliation gathcring alive over the next four years.

szou are rcacling this for the first time and did not have a chance to sign up for one of these

ob'cctivcs; and still want to...please send an email to myself or Carmen or [ verett to get
’) P Y g

involved...

Carmcn.scvcright@rcclroadiourncq.ca

[ verett.sunchild@redroadjourney.ca

Joannc.pompana@rcclroadjourncz,j.ca
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We will bcgin meeting in December 2022, for the §rd Trans{:ormativc chonciliation
Gathcring ScPtcmbcr ,202%. T hank you again, to all who Participatcd in ma|<ing this an

awesome gatl-icring of hcarts, minds and souls!

Wolakota

Fila Miye...

Niya Pte Win Pejuta Waste Win
Joanne |_ethbridge Pompana

www.rcdroadjourncq,ca

Flease note: Videos of the gathcring will be available soon on You T ube- Plcasc |<ccP
chccking our website for when. JLF
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